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cording to him, the state has the right to teach neither God nor the negation 
of God in the public schools. Strangely enough, one of the books recently 
mentioned by the clericals as having been expurgated of all religious references, 
even the most unobtrusive, is the famous Tour de la France par deux enfants, 
which was written in M. Fouillee's own home. 

The closing chapter dealing with social problems opens with the statement 
that "social progress has always lagged behind material, scientific, and political 
progress;" nevertheless the author is able to show that the last century wit- 
nessed a steady growth of wealth and a general increase of comfort. While 
it is true that there has been also a movement of concentration of wealth, 
this concentration has been largely for the benefit of groups of men, instead 
of single individuals. On the other hand, the decline of the rate of interest 
has had for its counterpart a steady rise of wages (80 per cent, in fifty years) 
which refutes the socialists' contentions that the 'rich [have become richer 
and the poor poorer.' The progress of cooperation and association also 
points to a gradual betterment of the social and moral organism. 

Nevertheless it is not as an apologist[for the present system that M. Fouillee 
rejoices at these signs. For he realizes the force of the socialistic criticism. 
But he does not believe that collectivism is the ultimate and inevitable out- 
come of social evolution. The present wage system must give way to a 
system in which every workman will be the owner of his instruments of pro- 
duction, and every farmer the owner of the land he tills. This can be done, 
he thinks, without abolishing either property or freedom. 

The conclusions of this book of candid and impartial criticism by a man who 

is in sympathy with the present regime of France is not one of discouragement 

such as one is likely to hear from an old man, laudator temporis acti. On the 

contrary, it is an optimistic and hopeful conclusion. M. Fouillee does not 

think that history should repeat itself and the same cycles follow each other 

for ever. He looks forward to a new era when revolutions will be replaced 

by evolutions and justice ultimately assure the rights of all. 

Othon Guerlac. 
Cornell University. 

La philosophie de LSonard de Vinci d'aprh ses manuscrits. Par Peledan. 

Paris, Felix Alcan, 1910. — pp. xvi, 189. 

This is ^disappointing book. It undertakes to vindicate a place for Leonardo 
in the history of philosophy as the real creator of the modern experimental 
method. Out of the author's somewhat extravagant claims there remains 
a residue of which the philosopher will be glad to take account. The evidence 
shows without doubt in Leonardo a strikingly clear-sighted, though not 
very profoundly or systematically argued, positivistic attitude. But the 
presentation of the evidence is rambling, diffuse, and too much interlarded 
with marks of admiration. Over a quarter of the volume is devoted to a 
rather ill-tempered attack on Luther, and an attempt to show that, so far 
from being a factor in modern intellectual freedom, the Reformation was only 
an interruption of the liberalism of the Renaissance which was getting posses- 
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sion of the Church — a thesis backed apparently by a strong anti-German feel- 
ing. Incidentally, the writer's sentiments would appear to be anti-Semitic 
as well. Much less significance can be assigned to another side of Leonardo's 
philosophy, in which, however, the author seems to follow him with equal 
admiration. This is the doctrine of 'analogy,' through which after limiting 
'experience' to the description of the laws of phenomena, a loose and fanciful 
way is found of reasserting the spiritual truths which the dogmatic scientist 
too hastily rejects. This consists to all practical intents in establishing a 
miscellaneous collection of psychological, ethical, and religious beliefs which 
happen to meet our approval, by discovering analogies to them in the natural 
world — much the same method as exemplified, for example, in Comenius's 
grounding of educational principles in nature. The point of view of the writer 
is perhaps sufficiently suggested in a quotation: "Trois voies conduisent a la 
verite: la foi, la raison, et l'experience. Chacune de ses voies correspond a 
une categorie mentale, absolument irreductible; et le croyant, le philosophe, 
le savant ne mentent pas en pretendant posseder la verite; elle resulterait 
de leur concordat. Jusqu a ce qu'il s'etablisse, la voile de la grande Isis, dechire 
en trois morceaux, formera des bannieres ennemies qui grouperont des fideles, 
suivant la personelle tendance." What is likely to be the philosophical fruit- 
fulness of such a formula, the reviewer is not very much interested to inquire. 

A. K. Rogers. 
University of Missouri. 

The Presentation of Reality. By Helen Wodehouse. Cambridge, Uni- 
versity Press, 1910. — pp. x, 163. 

Brevity, thoroughness, and incisiveness are among the qualities displayed 
by this essay, intended, says the author, "as a psychological preface to meta- 
physics," or "a description of knowledge from the point of view of a philo- 
sophical psychology." Knowledge, error, and the nature of reality, the latter 
in certain of its epistemological aspects, are successively treated in the fourteen 
chapters of the book. 

The author's position may be described as epistemological realism. The 
thesis is maintained "that in all cognitive experience we come into immediate 
contact with objective reality, of the existence of which we have in experience 
an irrefutable witness, and that on all levels of cognition, sensuous or intellec- 
tual, this happens in the same way, namely, by the presentation of an object 
to a subject" (p. x. Cf. also pp. 65, 118, 146, 157). Simply '"to have a 
presentation,' for us, means . . . to know reality" (p. 4), and "even sensation, 
elementary as it is, must on my view, be still considered as knowledge of an 
object by a subject . . ." (p. 12). 

The author finds matter for adverse comment in the aloofness of a scientific 
psychology from the problems of philosophy, deprecates the abstract treat- 
ment of sensation as "a mere modification of consciousness" which gives us 
no direct information about the real world, and disapproves of the idealistic 
position that knowledge is a creative act and the reality known a construction 
(pp. 7, 8, 72, 74, 76, 119, 124, 157). " Even if the whole world grows by means 



